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September 21, 2006 
 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC  20554 
 

Re: Ex Parte Notice – WC Docket No. 05-281; Petition of ACS of Anchorage, Inc. 
Pursuant to Section 10 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, for 
Forbearance from Section 251(c)(3) and 252(d)(1) in the Anchorage LEC Study 
Area            

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

On September 20, 2006, Liane Pelletier and Leonard Steinberg of Alaska 
Communications Systems Group, Inc. (“ACS”), Karen Brinkmann, Elizabeth Park and Anne 
Robinson of Latham and Watkins LLP, and Charles Jackson, consultant to ACS, met with Tom 
Navin, Julie Veach and Marcus Maher of the Wireline Competition Bureau in connection with 
the above-referenced proceeding.   

At the meeting, ACS described the extensive facilities-based competition in the 
Anchorage study area, particularly from its primary competitor, General Communication, Inc. 
(“GCI”).  Based on the extremely high level of competition in Anchorage, the Regulatory 
Commission of Alaska (“RCA”) has adopted detariffing regulation.  The RCA, however, still 
possesses the regulatory tools to scrutinize and adjust ACS’s prices to ensure against unjust or 
unreasonable behavior following UNE forbearance.    

ACS also provided information on the technological alternatives available to GCI for 
serving its business customers via coaxial cable.  As discussed in ACS’s prior filings, GCI can 
use readily available DOCSIS-compatible technology to deliver DS1s over its cable facilities.1  
                                                 
1  See Statement of Charles L. Jackson in Support of Petition of ACS of Anchorage, Inc. for 

Forbearance From Sections 251(c)(3) and 252(d)(1), at 9-11, Reply Comments of ACS of 
Anchorage, Inc., In Support of Its Petition for Forbearance from Section 251(c)(3) and 
252(d)(1), WC Docket No. 05-281 (filed Feb. 23, 2006), attached thereto as Exhibit E. 
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Although GCI argues that DS1 solutions over cable facilities are not a viable option, in Mr. 
Jackson’s experience, technology for providing DS1 capacity over coaxial cable facilities has 
been in use by other cable operators for more than two decades.  Moreover, it is generally known 
in the industry that commercial T-1 equipment for cable systems is available in the marketplace 
from equipment vendors such as ARRIS, which provides cable equipment to GCI.  The reach of 
GCI’s cable facilities is further extended through the use of wireless local loops and high 
capacity point-to-point microwave.  These technologies also enable GCI to serve business 
customers via its existing cable network.2  In addition, GCI has extensive fiber facilities 
throughout the study area that are ideally suited for providing business services. 

Attached are copies of materials provided to the meeting attendees.  Please contact the 
undersigned if you have any questions regarding this submission. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Karen Brinkmann    
 
Karen Brinkmann 
Counsel to Alaska Communications Systems 
Group, Inc. and ACS of Anchorage, Inc. 

 
Enclosures 
 
cc: Tom Navin 
 Marcus Maher 
 Julie Veach 
  
 
 

                                                 
2  See, e.g., id. at 4, 7; Statement of Charles L. Jackson in Support of ACS’s Ex Parte 

Submission Filed September 8, 2006, at 4, Ex Parte Submission of ACS of Anchorage, Inc., 
Petition of ACS of Anchorage, Inc. Pursuant to Section 10 of the Communications Act of 1934, 
as amended, for Forbearance from Section 251(c)(3) and 252(d)(1) in the Anchorage LEC 
Study Area, WC Docket No. 05-281 (filed Sept. 8, 2006), attached thereto as Exhibit C.   
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